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Hello Narwhals, 
  
In this time of uncertainty please know that you and your children are on our minds. I 
hope that you and your family were able to benefit from and enjoy the enrichment 
activities that were sent out last time. This week I will be adding a new studio at home art 
activity for each grade level. If you’d like more ideas for creative activities check out the 
studio challenges for the other grade levels! 
As always much love to you, Ms. Kay 
 
Studio Enrichment for Grades K-1: 
 
This week’s studio enrichment challenge will be to explore drawing with overlapping shapes. 
This is a technique that requires us to look very carefully at the space around objects that we 
are trying to draw. For example here are two pictures of objects. The first picture shows apples 
that are overlapping. This means that we can see one apple in front of the other apples. We can 
see the entire outline of the apple in the front. The two apples in the back are being blocked by 
the apple in the front. This is overlapping. When artists try to draw objects or shapes that 
overlap this can be challenging because we sometimes cannot see the entire outline of an 
object in order to draw it.  

 



 
The second picture shows an example of apples that are not overlapping. Notice how you can 
observe the entire outline of each apple. They are sitting in a row, and none of the apples are 
overlapping or blocking each other.  
 
Overlapping in your artwork: 
Practice drawing shapes that overlap. You can draw apples or other simple shapes. Sometimes 
it helps to make a plan first and decide how many shapes you will draw, and which shapes will 
be in the front, the middle, and the back of your drawing. Here is an example of a drawing of 
overlapping shapes. 



 
The triangle was drawn first-we can see the entire shape. Next this artist drew part of the circle 
(we can't see the full outline because the triangle is overlapping). Finally this artist drew a 
rectangle that has one corner hidden behind the circle. You can use this example to practice 
drawing from OR you can create an original overlapping shape drawing that uses different 
shapes or objects.  



 
In advanced art classes (and even in 3rd-5th grade studio) you will learn how to create more 

complicated and detailed drawings that use overlapping as a technique to make objects seem 
more realistic. The drawing below was created by an artist who is at a college level. Notice how 



many overlapping shapes we see here! The images above show much more simple examples 
of overlapping. Can you find and point out where overlapping is happening in these examples? 

 
 


