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For the weeks of 11.25.19 & 12.2.19
Keep Up With Us

Remind

Facebook

Email

Website

Link to the school's Google Calendar

Upcoming Events
11/27 - 11/29 - No School,
Thanksgiving Break, School
Office Closed
12/5 - Community Meeting
feat. Ms. Parker's class, 8:50 9:10 AM
12/8 - Harmony Hall
Fundraiser, details to come
12/9 - Board Meeting, 6:00 7:30 PM
12/12 - Family Team Meeting,
8:45 AM
12/20 - Half Day of School,
12:45 Dismissal
12/23 - 1/3 - No School,
Winter Break, School Office
Closed

https://mailchi.mp/d70a48b22822/the-link-letter-112219

Important Links
November Menu
December Menu
Also available on the app
"Nutrislice"
School Calendar
Staff Email Contact List
General Information
Family & Student
Guidebook
Extracurricular Program
Registration Link
Extracurricular Schedule
Lego League, 11/26, 4:00 5:00
Science Club, 12/2, 4:00 - 5:00
Lego League, 12/3, 4:00 - 5:00
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Minecraft Club, 12/3, 5:30 7:00
Ukulele Club, 12/4, 3:40 - 4:45
Art Club, 12/4, 4:00 - 5:00

Dear Families,
As we head into the week of the Thanksgiving holiday together, I want to
personally wish each and every one of you a safe and healthy break. I am so
thankful for our community and the work we all do together. Our school
community shares the values of connection, inspiration, potential,
and equity. Within that, it is important to stop, look around, and share our
gratitude with one another. THANK YOU for all the love and support you give
to our staff each day- they work so hard for each and every student at our
school. For that, I am deeply thankful.
https://mailchi.mp/d70a48b22822/the-link-letter-112219
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When reflecting on our equity core value, I am called to consider the historical
context of this upcoming holiday. Last year, as I was preparing for the
holiday, I was doing some reading on this website and reminded that,
“Thanksgiving is a tricky holiday. While it provides us much needed time to
focus on themes of family and gratitude, it also surfaces many problematic
narratives related to our history and particularly our treatment of Native
American/American Indian people”. Please take some time to talk with your
children about the rich and important history regarding this national holiday.
Our children are so capable of thinking critically about our nation’s history
while also enjoying current traditions with friends and family. Have a look at
this resource from NPR or this one from Teaching Tolerance.
As adults, we are often concerned that our children can’t “handle” the true
stories of our nation (and world’s) history. Based on my 20 years working
with children of all ages, nothing can be further from the truth. The children
in our school community attend a diverse school and interact with people of
different racial, ethnic, religious, and ideological backgrounds everyday. They
already know through their relationships with one another and their learning
that inequity exists. Understanding how this came to be historically, and just
as importantly, understanding their role in changing this for the future, allows
students to live into their full potential as whole humans. On that note, make
sure that your children know that Native American/American Indian people
are STILL HERE, and live and work in our community today. Understanding
this and how to connect with and respect the history and traditions of our
Native friends and community members is essential to changing the narrative
for the future.
Finally, I am struck by the words of educator Vera Stenhouse, from her article
“Rethinking Thanksgiving: Myths and Misgivings." Ms. Stenhouse writes, "We
still have the enduring uncritical portrayal of the first Thanksgiving. I believe
a connection exists between the unwillingness to “give up” the beneficent
1621 Thanksgiving story and the ongoing appropriation of the imagery,
spirituality, ceremonies, sovereign rights, and identity of this country’s
Indigenous peoples. Students from all racial and cultural backgrounds learn
early that it is OK to play Indian. They learn that Indians wear “costumes,”
feathers define cultural features for all Indians, and sacred cultural artifacts
are crafts to be made from brown paper bags, paper towel rolls, paper plates,
and construction paper. And after Thanksgiving, crafts and all, the “Natives”
disappear back onto the shelf. Confronting racism, injustice, prejudice, and
stereotypes through a consciousness-raising education is a far cry from the
fun-filled, feel-good activities characteristic of how schools approach holidays.
With respect to Indigenous peoples, I want my students to acknowledge the
diverse and unique traditions among Native American cultures and to explore
the historic and contemporary legacy of colonial intrusion, brutality, and
cultural ignorance...I want my students to recognize that the histories of
Indigenous peoples have been subverted, silenced, and misrepresented in the
curriculum. Equally important: I want my students to recognize that we can
https://mailchi.mp/d70a48b22822/the-link-letter-112219
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do something about it." For the future I know our students will write for us,
as a result of their education based on relationships, with their families and
their teachers, I feel truly thankful
With gratitude,
Lisa Heyne

Lunch Volunteer Update
Lunch Volunteer Schedule for 11/25-12/6
Mo. 11/25 - Help Wanted!
Tu. 11/26- Patricia Cook
We.11/27- Fr. 11/29 - No School
Mo. 12/2 - Help Wanted!
Tu. 12/3 - Patricia Cook, Rebecca Rodriguez
We. 12/4 - Dana Boyer, Jeff Newcomer, Rennae Jacobitz
Th. 12/5 - Jeff Newcomer
Fr. 12/6 - Help Wanted!
Thank you volunteers!
Are you available to serve lunch from 11:40 - 12:50? It can be once a week
(or more) or just once in a while. If yes please click here to let us know you
are available.

Central Office Updates
Attendance Goal: 10 or less absences for all students for the entire
school year. We ask that families please strive to avoid absences, other
than illness, during the school year.
School Milk - Milk is given at no extra charge for students who take the
school meal that day. For students who want a milk with their lunch from
home, the cost of milk is $0.50. The students can bring $0.50 with them
each day or you can pay a larger amount to be put on their account.
Tardy vs Absent Clarification - Have you ever wondered if your child
considered absent or tardy when arriving late or leaving early from school?
Here are the details:
Arriving between 8:45 - 9:15 = Tardy
Arriving between 9:16 - 12:00 = 1/2 day absence
Leaving school between 12:01 - 3:05 = 1/2 day absence
Leaving school between 3:05 - 3:40 = Tardy
Reporting Absence - If your child will be absent from school, please be
sure to call or email the office within 24 hours. 616-459-0330 or
office@childdiscoverycenter.org
https://mailchi.mp/d70a48b22822/the-link-letter-112219
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NOTE: The office should always be your first contact for absence
reporting. You may also let the teacher know via email if you desire.
Early Pick Up - Please avoid picking up students at the end of the day
between 3:20 - 3:40 PM. It is disruptive to the teacher and the students
during the afternoon circle routine. If you must pick up early please try to
pick up between 3:05 - 3:20 PM. We hope that this is a rare occurrence as
this afternoon routine is important to building the classroom culture.

Family Team Update
Winter Weather Clothing Drive: We're teaming up with GRCDC teachers to
make sure every student has what they need to stay warm on the playground
this winter. Currently, we're looking for new and gently-used items to
loan/give students. Please click this link if you'd like to sign up to give
something: https://signup.com/go/aYrFCRz

Social Emotional Learning
After Thanksgiving Break, we dive into one of our most lively lessons ...
Wizard Brain, Lizard Brain. It is fascinating to learn how the brain works, how
it protects us, and how it can think and solve problems. Your children should
have lots to share about this concept. On a side note, I reference the movie
"The Croods," during our discussion. The story very humorously chronicles a
prehistoric family that, in a sense, learn to move from Lizard Brain to Wizard
Brain.

Extracurricular Updates
Extracurricular clubs have taken off so well this year! I would like to thank all
of the parent volunteers who are giving their time to offer this program to our
students. That said, there are a couple of updates:
1. The next session of Art Club will begin January 15th and there are
currently 6 spots available. We do ask that if you've already participated in
Art Club for the first session that you please leave the spots available for
students who have not had a chance yet. You may register here.
2. Odyssey of the Mind--there has been some interest in reviving this club,
however we do not have anyone who has stepped up to lead the group.
Without a leader and parent volunteers, the club will not be offered this year.
If you're interested in running the group please reach out to me
at info@getwellgr.com.
3. The only clubs running right now are: Science, Art, Minecraft, Ukulele, and
Lego. There has been some talk of other clubs that student's are organizing
https://mailchi.mp/d70a48b22822/the-link-letter-112219
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(with teacher support), but the details are still being worked out.
4. Also, when you register for a club, make sure you get an automated email
confirmation. If you did not get a confirmation, it is likely your registration did
not go through. If this happens, please contact the extracurricular
coordinator, Shauna McIver to help figure it out.

Community Resources & Opportunities

PRESCHOOL OPENINGS
There are currently two openings in
the Immaginare preschool class.
This preschool class is offered onsite at GRCDC. The program runs
Monday-Thursday from 8:00am3:00pm. It is tuition based on a
sliding scale. Aftercare is offered
from 3:00pm-4:30pm for parents
who are unable to pick up right at
3:00. For more information or to
enroll, please contact Briah Hight.

https://mailchi.mp/d70a48b22822/the-link-letter-112219

Sign Ups for Holiday Meal and
Toy Programs began Oct. 1st
Most programs hold registration for
gifts or meals online or through local
food pantries. You can call 211 if
you are unsure of which pantry to
go to or to ask for more information
on holiday programs. *Santa Claus
Girls has both online and their own
registration line - 616.957.7335
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Get your Narwahl Gear anytime by visiting:
https://www.byfred.co/collections/grcdc/
During the school year, the gear will be delivered to school at no extra charge.
A $5 shipping fee will be charged for summer orders
Children's Crisis Response
This is a service that provides free crisis intervention service for those
through age 20 who live in Kent County. The counselors can help in person or
over the phone who can help to resolve behavioral or emotional crises
wherever help is needed including;
Suicide and self harm concerns
Angry or out of control behavior
Family conflict
Please call 616.333.1000 to get help now.

Arrival and Dismissal Reminders:
Approach drop off and pick up by using right turns, on Lafayette heading
south (away from Wealthy), turn right onto Logan, and then turn right onto
Cass.
Try to always pull up as far as you can, which enables all of the cars in line
behind you to pull up as well.

https://mailchi.mp/d70a48b22822/the-link-letter-112219
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Please keep in mind that our parking lot is very small. It should be used for
arrival, dismissal and other school business only so that everyone who
needs to use the lot are able to find a spot.
Please do not enter the family parking lot through the exit (on Cass Ave).
Please do not cut in line at dismissal.
Please park in the lines in the lot so that we have as many spaces as
possible.
Please do not park in the middle the street and leave your car at any time.

Grand Rapids Child Discovery Center
616.450.0330
grcdc.org

https://mailchi.mp/d70a48b22822/the-link-letter-112219
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