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Please arrange for your child to arrive at school between 8:15—8:25 am. Please sign your child in at the office if arrival is after 8:30 

 

Hello Families! 
On Thursday evening of last week, our school community 
came together in a new and very special way.  Staff, the Fam-
ily Team, school leadership, the Board, and families gathered 
together to hear and discuss remarks on the “State of our 
School”. After the remarks, everyone organized into small 
discussion groups to brainstorm and share ideas about our 
big three areas of focus for the next year: district operations, 
curriculum, and student culture. 
 
This event really highlighted both who we believe ourselves 
to be, as a school, and who we most aspire to be.  We have 
landed on the descriptors for each of the “images” that 
make up our school and these words can help guide us in the 
work ahead: 

 Image of the Child: Rich, Strong, Powerful 

 Image of the Adult: Connected, Supported, Inspired 

 Image of the Community:  Whole, in Relationship,     
 Diverse 

As you think of these 9 descriptors, consider where you see 
these words as true in you experience at GRCDC and where 
we could really enhance living out these values. 
 
If you would like to know what was covered at the State of 
the School address and conversation, you can click here to 
watch the video of my remarks and click here to look 
through the slides in my deck.  It is important that everyone 
take some time to become familiar with the information 
shared here, as this sets the course for the remainder of the 
school year, as well as 1-3 of the school years to come!   

Highlight of our Focus Areas: 

 District Operations: Safety/Security and Policy/
Processes 

 School Culture: Student to Student Relationships 
and Social/Emotional Learning 

 Student Achievement: Academic Expectations/
Alignment and Equity 

 
I’ll spend some time in the Link Letter in the coming weeks 
highlighting our current work and future work in each of 
these big three areas.  As this happens, I would love to know 
if you have ideas, thoughts or resources to share. Call me, 
text me, email me or find me on morning duty!   
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
 
Lisa 

March 20, 2018 

Family Team Corner      
 Spring almost here and it's time for our annual flower 

sale.  Look for an order form in your child's folder today.  Or-
der forms are due Monday, April 9.  Flowers will arrive just in 
time for Mother's Day,  Pick up your orders on Wed, May 9 & 
Thursday, May 10. 

 Thanks to everyone who joined us for the "State of the 
School" meeting. What an amazing call to action from Lisa 
Heyne!  Watch the video of the meeting here. Thanks to every-
one who came out during a week full of events. 

 Art of the Table Flyer Correction!  They are no longer donat-
ing 5% of their sales but giving patrons an opportunity to add a 
donation on top of their bill. Sorry for the mistake! 

 Please continue to bring in Box Tops!  They make a difference. 

COMING UP THIS WEEK:    

Ongoing Discovery Care Spring Break Sign ups! Sign up today!    

March Art of the Table Fundraiser—see FT Corner for details 

M/F & T/Th Girls On The Run, 3:30—5:00 PM 

3/21 Art Club, 3:30—4:30 PM 

3/22 Minecraft Club, 5:30—7:00 PM 

3/23 Afternoon Meeting, 3:10 PM  

EVENTS COMING UP NEXT WEEK AND BEYOND: 

3/29 Portfolio Day—DO YOU KNOW your scheduled time? 

Friday, 3/30—Sunday 4/8   -  NO SCHOOL, Spring Break 

4/9 M-Step begins for 5th Grade, K-2 Testing Window Opens 

The calendar is also available at grcdc.org 

Central Office Updates 
TRAFFIC ALERT! We have just been notified that eastbound 
Wealthy, (from Cass to Lafayette,) and southbound Lafayette 
(from Wealthy to Logan) will be closed for utility work this 
Wednesday—Friday. This is going to cause significant traffic delays 
for drop off and dismissal time.  

 You will have to enter the drop off/pick up line by turning left 
onto Logan from Lafayette (facing north) or by turning left on-
to Cass (facing east)—this is the complete opposite of our es-
tablished procedure.  

 Also, as you leave the car line, you will TURN LEFT onto 
Wealthy—also opposite of our established procedure (and cur-
rent signage).  

 We anticipate that this will cause significant back up, at 
both drop off and dismissal time. 

 In addition, the entrance to the parent parking lot might be 
closed as well, forcing everyone to do the pick up line for these 
three days. Please allow for more time and a lot of patience as 
we get through this situation together.  

 Now, more than ever, please do not attempt to “shortcut” this 
process by calling for your child from the opposite side of the 
street or from the middle of the street. 

 
 
Here is a map of the closure and 
suggested detour (sorry for the 
size, hopefully you can enlarge it 
on your screen):  
 
 
 
 

Portfolio Day is on Thursday, March 29. On this day, you 
and your student come to school together at a specific time. 
Your student will not have 
a regular day of school. 
They will only come with 
you for the scheduled 
session. FYI-This is the last 
day of school before 
Spring Break, so please 
plan accordingly. Portfolio 
Day is a favorite day by 
many in our community. If 
you would like more infor-
mation, please follow this 
link 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VlIT4HcS58iS_vIO8pP7q8E6mJ4LSrcD
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1VlIT4HcS58iS_vIO8pP7q8E6mJ4LSrcD
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1zbMGNugAcAlEW5TCCY_psnJB5pJPnuWE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1zbMGNugAcAlEW5TCCY_psnJB5pJPnuWE
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VlIT4HcS58iS_vIO8pP7q8E6mJ4LSrcD/view
https://childdiscoverycenter.org/news/spring-break-programming/
http://www.grcdc.org
https://childdiscoverycenter.org/news/portfolio-day-3-29/
https://childdiscoverycenter.org/news/portfolio-day-3-29/
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Breakfast starts at 7:35 am in the Dining Room.  Please accom-
pany your student(s) to the Dining Room in the morning.  The 
students will stay in the Dining Room until 8:00 am.  At 8:00 am 
the students will be released to the playground for classroom 
line up.  Parent are welcome to stay with your student during 

Please do not arrive earlier than 7:35 am for break-

Student may arrive starting at 8:00 am.  The teachers will be on 
the playground starting at 8:00 am.  The students will line up by 
class and the teachers will lead the children to the classrooms.  
The gate will be closed at 8:15am.  If you arrive after 8:15, please 
accompany your child to his or her classroom and sign in at the 
office.  After 8:15 am, a student is marked tardy in the attend-

s eating break-
fast, no students should be on campus without an adult before 

If it is raining, the students will congregate in the 

Grand Rapids Nutrition Center    
Breakfast ($1.75):     Lunch ($2.85):     Taking milk w/o lunch: $0.50 
W— Egg & cheese slider     Chicken & cheese quesadilla 
Th— Mini maple pancakes     Beef hamburger 
F— Breakfast wrap     Apple cinnamon French toast 
M 3/26—Egg, cheese & sausage    Three cheese calzone 
 
The full menu is available on our website:  http://grcdc.org/be-connected/link-letters/ 

Breakfast time:   8:00 AM—8:25 AM 
Discovery A & B   Lunch 11:55 AM—12:15 PM      
  Recess 12:15—12:40 PM 
Discovery C & D  Lunch 10:55 AM—11:15 AM      
  Recess 11:15—11:40 AM 
Discovery E & F  Lunch 11:25 AM—11:45 AM      
  Recess 11:45 AM—12:10 PM 

Getting to Know…   Ms. Molly Swartzlander 
Educational Background:  I attended Aquinas College and received my Bachelor’s degree and teaching cer-
tificate. I majored in Language Arts and minored in Social Studies and Early Childhood Education. Next, I at-
tended Michigan State University and received my Master’s degree in Child Development. This year, I will 
return to college at Cornerstone University to pursue a Master’s in the Art of TESOL.  
 
How long have you worked at GRCDC?  I have been teaching at GRCDC for 12 years. Prior to that, I taught 
young preschoolers at the Grand Rapids Early Discovery Center for close to a year. I also served as a Pre-
school Literacy Coordinator at the Grand Rapids Public Museum.  
 
Why GRCDC?  I have always been drawn to the Reggio approach and could not have found a more perfect 
place to align with my educational philosophy. I started working at the Grand Rapids Early Discovery Center 
and eventually became an aide in Discovery B. Three months later, I interviewed for an open teaching posi-
tion and I’ve been here ever since! GRCDC is my home. I get to do my very best work here—to learn along 

side with rich, strong and powerful children is an honor.  
 
Family & Personal Info:  My personal time is spent with my son, Jakob, who is 7. Jakob and I recently moved and are enjoying 
living in the country. We are both animal lovers—we have a dog, two cats and a hamster. Our favorite place to visit is the beach, 
especially Gun Lake. I enjoy bike riding, walking my dog, making crafts, shopping, gardening and music.  

The Philosophy by Sarah Cooper, Pedagogista 

In November 2015 Michigan’s State Board of Education adopted the new Michigan Science Standards (MSS). The new MSS include 
national standards known as the Next Generation Science Standards and a few additions to align some content to Michigan.  The 
MSS identify WHAT we will teach and emphasize that science is not just a series of isolated facts, but an interrelated world of in-
quiry and phenomena. The adoption of these new standards began for all Michigan schools in 2016-17 with full implementation to 
be achieved by 2018-19.  All fifth graders in 2020 will take the first Science M-STEP based on these standards. 
 
The GRCDC and other Michigan districts have been given time to research and identify the lessons, assessments and how teachers 
will teach the new content; all of these parts together are referred to as the curriculum.  To help make a collaborative, informed 
decision that is both fiscally and instructionally sound, a Science Curriculum Review Team was organized and included: Jacie 
Memmott, Courtney Douglas, Sarah Cooper and Wendi Vogel (Kent ISD Science Consultant); the team used a NGSS Lesson Screen-
er Tool to review sample lessons of two different curriculums.  These curriculum options include the following: 
 
Curriculum Option 1:  Cereal City Science (CCS) developed a K-8 science curriculum intended to provide STEM-based, problem solv-
ing instruction. Instruction begins with the recognition of a problem that can be solved through investigation, design, reasoning 
and critical thinking. The curriculum can be supplemented with available student writing journals, science unit material kits and 
opportunities for collaborative discussions.   CCS is recognized as a STEM-based program  by the Michigan STEM Partnership.   
 
Curriculum Option 2: Phenomenal Science developed K-5 units designed to integrate science and engineering practices, English 
Language Arts and Mathematics. The full curriculum can be accessed online with a free account. The comprehensive units include 
full lessons, assessments, material lists, connected texts and connections to other content areas.  A common phenomena provides 

a consistent storyline to hook learners into instructional cycles. Phenomenal Science is sponsored by Michigan Virtual University®, 

Michigan STEM Partnership and is supported by the Great Lakes Bay ISDs. 
  

For the next two weeks, all GRCDC community members are invited to review the two curriculum options in the main office and 
forward any feedback directly to me.  Our Teacher Council is also planning to review the Curriculum Team’s recommendation and 
rationale. A final recommendation with be presented to the GRCDC Board of Directors at the April 2018 Board Meeting.   
 
Sarah Cooper, Pedagogista   coopesar@grcdc.org 

Community Corner 
Food Assistance:  
Mobile Food Pantry tonight, March 20 @ 6pm, Covenant House / Campau Elementary 50 Antoine SW, GR 49507 
 
Low Cost Activities for Families:  
Symphony Scorecard - All DHHS clients are eligible for a Symphony Scorecard which entitles the card holder to 4 complimentary 
Symphony tickets. Scorecard holders can also visit the GRAM for free! Contact Colene Johnson  johnsonc18@michigan.gov for 
more information 
Grand Rapids Public Museum - Reduced admission for Kent County residents - $5 for adults and $3 for seniors. Free admission for 
Kent County children (17 and under). Free parking for Kent County residents with the purchase of Museum admission.  (**Note – 
Reduced prices are for General Admission only. Entry to special exhibits will cost more – Dragons, Unicorns & Mermaids – Adults 
$9, Students $7, Children $4) http://www.grpm.org/admission/ 
Grand Rapids Children’s Museum - Museums for All - $1.75 admission to EBT card holders, Thursday Family Night - $1.75 
www.grcm.org/visit 

http://grcdc.org/be-connected/link-letters/
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/K-12_Science_Performance_Expectations_v5_496901_7.pdf
https://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/default/files/NGSSScreeningTool-2.pdf
https://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/default/files/NGSSScreeningTool-2.pdf
http://changetheequation.org/cereal-city-science
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-37818_34785-427239--,00.html
http://lor.mivu.org/phenomenal-science
http://lor.mivu.org/phenomenal-science
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-37818_34785-427239--,00.html
mailto:coopesar@grcdc.org
https://maps.google.com/?q=50+Antoine+SW,+GR+49507&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:johnsonc18@michigan.gov
http://www.grpm.org/admission/
http://www.grcm.org/visit

