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Please arrange for your child to arrive at school between 8:15—8:25 am. Please sign your child in at the office if arrival is after 8:30 

 

Dear Families, 
THANK YOU to everyone who volunteered, supported, 
dreamed, schemed, and attended the 2nd Annual GRCDC 
Family Dance on Saturday!  A special shout out to the Family 
Team for making this event such a great success!  Seeing 
children and families laughing, talking, snacking, and dancing 
really illustrates our shared goal of creating a stronger com-
munity through the whole family in fellowship togeth-
er.  This event is just one way that GRCDC is a living example 
to the greater Grand Rapids community of what a truly inclu-
sive educational environment is. 
 
Last week, we touched on Black History Month and the role 
the observation of this month might play both in your home 
and at our school. Today, I share with you an informational 
resource.  These are taken from “10 Little Known Facts Black 
History” from PBS.  If you click on the link, there will be more 
information and resources about each fact.  These facts 
might be used for a discussion point, spur your family onto 
further research, or help inform some reading and discussing 
you are already doing.   
10 Little Known Black History Facts: 
1. Before there was Rosa Parks, there was Claudette Colvin 
2. Martin Luther King Jr. improvised the most iconic part of 

his “I Have a Dream” speech. 
3. Inoculation was introduced to America by a slave. 
4. The earliest recorded protest against slavery was by the 

Quakers in 1688. 
5. Of the 12.5 million Africans shipped to the New World 

during the Transatlantic Slave Trade, fewer that 388,000 
arrived in the United States. 

6. The diverse history of Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities. 

7. One in four cowboys was Black, despite the stories 
told in popular books and movies. 

8. Esther Jones was the real Betty Boop. 
9. The first licensed African American Female pilot was 

named Bessie Coleman. 
10. Interracial marriage in the United States was banned in 

1664 and not overturned until 1967. 
I commit to talking about #6 and #7 this week with my chil-
dren.  What about you?   
 
Lastly, we are wrapping up our Image of a Community sur-
vey push and want to make sure every voice is heard!  If you 
have not taken it yet, here are 3 EASY ways you can get this 
done: 
1. <10 minutes> Take the full survey found here  OR 
2. <2-5 minutes> Take a shortened version of the survey 
found here.  OR 
3. <1-10 minutes>  Call my direct phone line and leave a 
voicemail.  Call 616-426-3406.  When you call this number a 
live person will not answer and you can leave me a voicemail 
any time of the day or night!  On your voicemail, share the 
following:      
  -your name and your child’s name 
  -why did you choose GRCDC? 
 -what do you think we do best?/what do you think 
 we can do better? 
I look forward to hearing from you- about this topic, or any-
thing else!  To reach me, I am in the front parking lot most 
mornings, call the school office at 616-459.0330 during the 
school day, or email me anytime at: 

heynel@childdiscoverycenter.org.   
Respectfully yours, Lisa 

February 12, 2018 

Safety and Security Corner 
Visitors:  *NEW PROCEDURE FOR FAMILIES* ALL visitors to the 
building during the school day, must sign in at the office.  When you 
sign in, you will receive a name badge to wear.  Please work with 
Ms. Rachel and Ms. Heyne to make this possible, as it truly is to en-
sure that all of our students are safe in the building.  
 
 Bathroom Use: *NEW PROCEDURE*  ALL visitors should ONLY use 
the “guest” restrooms.  No adults should be using student re-
strooms.  There are 3 restrooms that can be used by adult family 
and community members: 1 in the main office , 1 in the Teacher’s 
Lounge (upstairs, next to the studio) and 1 in the Office of the Exec-
utive Director.  Again, any of these restrooms are available for your 
use as necessary, just let Ms. Rachel or Ms. Jessie in the main office 
know.     
 
Central Office Updates  First Day of School for the 2018-2019 

School Year Please be aware that GRCDC will be starting school 
the week of August 20th, 2018. You can expect to have a full 18-19 
calendar no later than the first week of June 2018. 
 
Office Wish List  The office needs a few items if you are willing and 
able to help out, we would be very grateful. Here is our Amazon 
Wish List link: http://a.co/67NF6RN  

The calendar is also available at grcdc.org Calendar  

COMING UP THIS WEEK: 

Ongoing Discovery Care Spring Break Sign ups! Sign up today!    

2/12 GRCDC Board Meeting, 6:00—8:00 PM 

2/13 Family Team Meeting, 8:30 AM 

Count Day 
Art Club Session #2, 3:30—4:30 

2/14  

2/15 Minecraft Club, 5:30—7:00 PM 

2/16 Bring $1 and wear your PJ’s Fundraiser! (see page 2) 
First Food Friday—first lunch is at 10:30 AM 
Afternoon Meeting, 3:10 PM 

EVENTS COMING UP NEXT WEEK AND BEYOND: 

2/23 Final Due Date for 18-19 Enrollment Forms for new and 
returning students 

3/1 Mobile Dentist—extra forms available in the office 

3/2 Discovery D hosts the Winter Celebration, 1:00—3:00 PM 

3/29 Portfolio Day—more details to come! 

Family Team Corner      
Family Team Meeting on Tuesday, Feb 13 from 8:30am - 9:15am in 
the gym. Join us to discuss the purpose of the Friends of Grand 
Rapids Child Discovery Facebook Page. 
 
"First" Food Friday is this Friday, February 16!  Cheer on your 
teachers with a "Nacho" Average Teacher bar.  You can sign up 
online (http://signup.com/go/RLuetVe) or on the paper copy sent 
home in your child's folder today.   
 
Thank you to everyone who helped make the dance a suc-
cess!  Thank you to everyone who came and danced the night 
away! What a wonderful evening.     

http://www.pbs.org/black-culture/explore/10-black-history-little-known-facts/#.WoG5vainHhk
http://www.pbs.org/black-culture/explore/10-black-history-little-known-facts/#.WoG5vainHhk
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Q8YY5KX
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LGBPX8L
mailto:heynel@childdiscoverycenter.org
http://a.co/67NF6RN
http://www.grcdc.org
https://childdiscoverycenter.org/news/spring-break-programming/
http://signup.com/go/RLuetVe
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Breakfast starts at 7:35 am in the Dining Room.  Please accom-
pany your student(s) to the Dining Room in the morning.  The 
students will stay in the Dining Room until 8:00 am.  At 8:00 am 
the students will be released to the playground for classroom 
line up.  Parent are welcome to stay with your student during 

Please do not arrive earlier than 7:35 am for break-

Student may arrive starting at 8:00 am.  The teachers will be on 
the playground starting at 8:00 am.  The students will line up by 
class and the teachers will lead the children to the classrooms.  
The gate will be closed at 8:15am.  If you arrive after 8:15, please 
accompany your child to his or her classroom and sign in at the 
office.  After 8:15 am, a student is marked tardy in the attend-

s eating break-
fast, no students should be on campus without an adult before 

If it is raining, the students will congregate in the 

Grand Rapids Nutrition Center    
Breakfast ($1.75):     Lunch ($2.85):     Taking milk w/o lunch: $0.50 
T— French toast sticks     Chicken nuggets 
W— Egg & cheese slider     Beef nachos 
Th— Cini minis      Chicken patty 
Fr— Pancake wrap      Tony’s cheese pizza 
M 2/19—Egg, sausage & cheese slider     Chicken & cheese quesadilla 
The full menu is available on our website:  http://grcdc.org/be-connected/link-letters/ 

Breakfast time:   8:00 AM—8:25 AM 
Discovery A & B   Lunch 11:55 AM—12:15 PM      
  Recess 12:15—12:40 PM 
Discovery C & D  Lunch 10:55 AM—11:15 AM      
  Recess 11:15—11:40 AM 
Discovery E & F  Lunch 11:25 AM—11:45 AM      
  Recess 11:45 AM—12:10 PM 

The Philosophy by Kay Waterson, Studio Coordinator 
Discovery E Self-Portraits      “Who I am as a Scientist” 
 
The students in Discovery E have been delving into STEM lessons in the class-
room (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics), and some STEAM 
lessons in the Studio (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics). 
Both STEM and STEAM are current and effective trends in education that aim to 
provide an inter-disciplinary approach to teaching rigorous concepts within a 
science, math, or art curriculum. Both Mrs. Lantinga and Ms. Douglass facilitate 
this beautifully, and in a way that gets their students excited about science! 
 
I wanted to design a studio lesson that could act as a creative means for stu-
dents to reflect on all of the science work that’s been done since the beginning 
of the school year. I challenged the 4th and 5th graders to identify a specific sci-
ence activity or topic that was especially interesting ad inspiring to them. This 
led to a discussion about different branches and careers in the sciences. Stu-
dents began brainstorming about how they might develop their portraits, and 
how they would use symbolism in their artwork to represent their interests. I 
was impressed by the extent of the vocabulary in their responses! Terms like 
Paleontologist, Marine Biologist, Chemist, Rocket Scientist, etc. made their way 
into our conversations. I am very excited to support this work further! Our next 
steps will be to finalize the drawings of their portraits, then to render their por-
traits with watercolor paint and ink. These pieces will be featured in student 
portfolios.  
 
To learn more about STEM or STEAM practices visit: http://www.stemdupage.com/parents/stem-at-home.html 
Thanks for reading up on our current studio happenings! Much love,   Ms. Kay 

Getting to Know…    Mr. Trevor, Community Support Specialist 
Educational Background: Bachelor of Arts degree, in Youth Ministry, from Greenville College (Greenville, IL)  

 
How long have you worked at GRCDC?  I have been at the GRCDC since January, 2003. Prior to moving 
to Michigan, I worked with a church and community center in St. Louis, MO, where I helped lead a varie-
ty of youth and family-based programs including coaching sports teams and running a tutoring pro-
gram.  
 
Why GRCDC?  I love family, and the GRCDC (the students, their families, and the staff) has become my 
home away from home. My desire is to help ... anytime and with anyone. I want to see kids (and adults) 
become better and better versions of themselves, and this place has been a great place to "become."  
 
Family & Personal Info: Hmmm ... well, to be perfectly honest, I have the greatest wife on earth, and 
the coolest eight kids on the planet (maybe even the galaxy, I just haven't explored there yet). My kids 
are getting old enough to be taller, stronger, and even smarter than me. We have a dog and a cat. And 
we are proud residents of SE GR.   

Ways you can be notified in the event of 
a school closing due to weather or other 

emergency circumstances  
(Pick 2 or more!): 

1. Sign up for text alerts from GRCDC by texting 
the message @2f6fa7 to the number 81010. 
You will receive a welcome text from Remind 
and can set your notification preference. 

2. Check for an email from GRCDC 

3. Look for our school’s name on the closing list 
on WoodTV or WZZM13. 

4. Sign up for text alerts through WoodTV or 
WZZM13 websites 

5. Call the school’s voice mail. We will update 
the outgoing message when we have a 
school closing.  

Discovery D students are planning a school-wide Winter Celebra-

tion! It all began when they surveyed the school to collect, analyze and graph 

data about favorite seasons. Winter was the clear winner! Meanwhile teachers 

observed high interest in planning and participating in celebrations. Please join 

us on March 2nd from 1-3 p.m. as Discovery D hosts, Goodbye Winter, Hello 

Spring, a celebration to honor the upcoming change in seasons.  By planning 

and hosting a celebration, students will give real life application to academic 

skills like money calculations, data 

analysis, letter writing, summarizing, 

public speaking, symbolism and ele-

ments of design.  To raise money for 

this event, all children are invited to 

dress in pajamas for a suggested 

$1.00 donation this Friday, February 

16. 

http://grcdc.org/be-connected/link-letters/
http://www.stemdupage.com/parents/stem-at-home.html

