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May 21, 2018  
 
Dear Parents and Community Members: 
 
We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER) which provides key 
information on the 2016-17 educational progress for the Grand Rapids Child Discovery Center. The 
AER addresses the complex reporting information required by federal and some requirements of 
state laws. Our staff is available to help you understand this information. Please contact Lisa Heyne 
at heynel@childdiscoverycenter.org  or 616.459.0330 for help if you need assistance. 
 
The DISTRICT AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following web site 
https://goo.gl/WfD5qC, or you may review a copy in the main office at your child’s school. Each 
school will also be communicating their own AER to parents directly. 
 
These reports contain the following information: 
 
Student Assessment Data – The report includes how our school performed on the M-STEP 
(Michigan Student Test of Educational Progress) in English language arts and mathematics for 
grades 3 to 5, and science for grades 4, compared to state averages for all students as well as 
subgroups of students. The report helps users to understand achievement performance within 
grades and schools, and to make comparisons to district, state, and national achievement 
benchmarks. 

 
Accountability – Detail Data and Status 
The accountability portion of the AER includes assessment proficiency and participation rates, attendance 

rates, as well as a common accountability rating system showing school performance on a 0-100 
scale.  

 
Teacher Qualification Data- This portion of the report identifies teacher qualifications at district and school 

levels.   
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For the 2016-17 school year, schools were identified using new definitions and labels as required 
in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). A Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) school is one 
that has at least one underperforming student subgroup. An Additional Targeted Support (ATS) 
school is one that has three or more underperforming student subgroups. A Comprehensive 
Support and Improvement (CSI) school is one whose performance is in the lowest 5% of all schools 
in the state. Some schools are not identified with any of these labels. In these cases, no status 
label is given. For the 2016-17 school year the GRCDC received no label.   
 
At GRCDC, we pride ourselves on responding to our students’ needs and ensuring that all children 
have access to an equitable education.  We are proud that we are no longer identified as a “Focus 
School” and will continue working hard to make sure that we continue to grow and improve.  Some 
of the actions being taken for the coming school year are: 

● Implementation of Ready Math curriculum 
● Implementation of Phenomenal Science curriculum 
● Continuation of and improvement of our MTTS program and Intervention Block in every 

classroom 
● Student assignment to one classroom teacher for 2 years to deepen learning through 

relationships 

At GRCDC, we are Reggio-inspired, which means that all parents are considered an equal 
partner in the education of their children (with the teacher and the child making up the 
other 2 sides of the partnership).  As such, every parent is automatically a member of our 
Family Team upon enrollment.  Also, we will continue to send home weekly 
communications called the Link Letter.  Each edition of this newsletter includes specific 
ways you can support your child’s education during that week.  We look forward to our 
continued partnership with you as we move towards an excellent education for all 
students. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lisa Heyne 
Executive Director and Superintendent  
heynel@childdiscoverycenter.org  
 
Grand Rapids Child Discovery Center 
409 Lafayette SE  
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
616.459.0330 
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