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Please arrange for your child to arrive at school between 8:15—8:25 am. Please sign your child in at the office if arrival is after 8:30 

 

Principally Speaking    
At the GRCDC we aim to design a rich learning environment 
where your child’s needs are met academically, socially and 
emotionally.  Constantly, our teachers are observing, check-
ing for understanding and formally assessing student learn-
ing. Each of these forms of assessment is intended to contin-
uously improve our approach to instruction and student 
learning.  Outlined briefly below are two ways you can ex-
pect to learn about your child’s learning in the near future. 
 
Identifying Student Needs 
This week teachers will begin assessing your child’s under-
standings in reading, writing, spelling and math. The GRCDC 
uses benchmark assessments 3-4 times per year to measure 
progress and identify needs.  Often times, children will need 
extra exposure and different approaches to academic skills 
in order to reach grade level expectations.  This is also true 
of behavior.  Research-based methods suggest additional 
individual or small group instruction 3-4 times per week can 
help children master skills necessary to progress within the 
classroom setting.   
 
On September 25, your child’s Home/School Folder may in-
clude a letter that outlines supports that are needed to make 
sure your child meets grade level expectations at the end of 
the year.  The letter will include academic and/or behavioral 
goals, the frequency of the instruction and who will be deliv-
ering the instruction. Additional instruction will happen in 
the classroom by your child’s teacher and in some instances 
more intensive intervention will also include your child see-
ing an interventionist.  This expert will either push into your 
child’s classroom 3-4 times per week to deliver instruction or 
meet with your child in an alternative space.  Every two 
weeks your child’s progress will be monitored to determine 
if the planned strategies are effective.  The letter that comes 
home will also include a new Home Plan with simple ideas to 
help you support your child to reach the goal.   
 
2016-17 MSTEP Scores 
Each spring our 3rd-5th grade students take the Michigan Stu-
dent Test of Educational Progress or M-STEP, which 
measures what children learn each year and alert schools to 
areas of great strength and growth.  On August 29, 2017, the 
state released the 2016-17 MSTEP scores via data available 
at mischooldata.org.  The website offers scores for all Michi-
gan schools by grade level, subject and further breakdowns 
by groups of students among the same gender, race, special 
populations and economic status to diagnosis inequity within 
educational settings.  Check out the website or our break-
down of the scores in our Annual Education Report (http://
bit.ly/2x7CvOn), which compares how our school and grade 
levels compare to the proficiency averages throughout Mich-
igan.  Parents of current fourth and fifth graders,  look for 
individual student reports home via mail in the next ten 
days.   
 
If you have any questions about your child’s learning at any-
time, please contact your child’s teacher first.  If I can be any 
assistance, please don’t hesitate to email or call the office.  I 
thank you in advance for partnering with us to help your 
child reach his or her potential this school year.   
 

 
Sarah Cooper, Pedagogista and Interim Principal  
coopesar@grcdc.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 5, 2017 

Family Team Corner           
We look forward to getting to know you all better throughout the 
year. Please plan to join us for the first Family Team meeting 
on Tuesday, September 12 at either 8:15am or 7:00pm in the 
school gym. 
 
First Food Friday is on September 8! This is an easy and fun way 
to show our staff how much we appreciate them. Here is a link to 
the Sign Up: http://bit.ly/2wC3akX  

The calendar is also available at grcdc.org Calendar  

COMING UP THIS WEEK: 

9/8 First Food Friday—look for details on the FB page 

EVENTS COMING UP NEXT WEEK AND BEYOND: 

9/11 GRCDC Board Meeting, 6:00—8:00 PM 

9/12 Family Team Meeting, 8:15 —9:15 AM 

9/15 Movie Night Fundraiser for Discovery C, 6:00—8:00 PM 

9/18 Constitution Day 

9/21 Extra curricular Night, 5:30—7:30 PM @ GRCDC 
Playground Grand Opening 6:00—8:00 PM @ GRCDC 

10/5 School Picture Day 

Central Office Updates 
Morning  Arrival 

No students may be on the playground prior to 8:15 AM 
We have many students being dropped off before 8:15, some as ear-
ly as 7:45 AM.  Please make arrangements with Discovery Care if you 
need to drop off prior to 8:00 AM. If you need to drop off between 
8:00—8:15 AM, please have your child participate in school break-
fast. Please do not plan to “supervise” your child on the playground 
from your car. When other parents see children running around on 
the playground, it gives the false impression that from the school is 
monitoring the playground. Thank you. 
  
Community Collective Responsibility  
As we begin the school year, there are many procedures that we 
all need to follow in order to maintain a safe and orderly environ-
ment.  Pickup, drop off and attendance are areas that require con-
sistency and our collective responsibility.  Even when you see oth-
ers not following the guidelines we've communicated, please up-
hold the procedures.  Staff members and parent volunteers are 
stationed throughout the property during pickup and drop-off to 
offer guidance and reminders.  We ask you to respect these individ-
uals and the procedures set up to maintain the safety and welfare 
of all students.  
 
School Meal Price Increase + Cold Lunch  Prep 
We apologize for not catching this earlier, but school meal prices 
have increased this year. Breakfast is $1.75 and Lunch is $2.85. Also, 
if you send a cold lunch with your child, please know that there is 
very limited time to for prep and microwave use. Cold lunches 
should be easy for your child to prepare themselves. If your stu-
dent struggles opening packages, please find alternate ways to 
pack their food. 
 
Left Turns from Logan Street to Cass Ave 
Please do not turn left from Logan to Cass during morning drop off 
or afternoon pick up.  We started this last year and it has helped 
with overall traffic flow. Occasionally we will let an employee of 
Mary Free Bed turn left during drop off and pick up. This is a cour-
tesy to neighbors who share road space with GRCDC. 

http://mischooldata.org/
https://childdiscoverycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/AER-2017.pdf
mailto:coopesar@grcdc.org
http://bit.ly/2wC3akX
http://www.grcdc.org
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Breakfast starts at 7:35 am in the Dining Room.  Please accom-
pany your student(s) to the Dining Room in the morning.  The 
students will stay in the Dining Room until 8:00 am.  At 8:00 am 
the students will be released to the playground for classroom 
line up.  Parent are welcome to stay with your student during 

Please do not arrive earlier than 7:35 am for break-

Student may arrive starting at 8:00 am.  The teachers will be on 
the playground starting at 8:00 am.  The students will line up by 
class and the teachers will lead the children to the classrooms.  
The gate will be closed at 8:15am.  If you arrive after 8:15, please 
accompany your child to his or her classroom and sign in at the 
office.  After 8:15 am, a student is marked tardy in the attend-

s eating break-
fast, no students should be on campus without an adult before 

If it is raining, the students will congregate in the 

The Philosophy by Sarah Cooper  
I am very fortunate to be the pedagogista (ped-a-go-gee-sta). The position originates in Reggio Emilia, Italy where we look for 
inspiration in our educational practice. My role is to honor the philosophy in our instruction, staff development, and program deci-
sions.  In the daily life of the school, I observe in classrooms, reflect and plan with teachers and collaborate in meetings among 
the Family Team, full staff, the Board of Directors and the Leadership Team.    
 
My role is to continuously advocate for your children through instructional coaching, reflective practices and a continuous school 
improvement process.  My goals include strengthening systems and teaching practices aimed at equity in education.  These goals 
are firmly rooted in both the Reggio Emilia approach and our American, public education context.  I will use this column as one 
way to communicate how our goals, the Reggio Emilia philosophy and our public school context are connected.  
 
For example, consider the Reggio Emilia principle: 100 Languages. Like you may guess, the principle refers to communication.  
However, the emphasis is in offering children one hundred ways  (or more) to share their thinking.  Children learn in different 
ways and the one hundred languages offer different means for learning and expression (e.g. talking, writing, drawing, painting, 
wire sculpture, clay modeling, dancing, acting, representing with manmade materials or natural materials).   Teachers at this 
school are inspired to find new ways for children to express themselves, ways that suit each learner and context for learning.  
 
The Studio and individual classroom mini-studios are the places where these materials are shared, offering experiences to practice 
their techniques so that when children are provoked to express thinking with these materials, the technique supports their learn-
ing.  The Studio is a room dedicated to the exploration of ideas in connection with the 100 languages; it functions as a model for a 
collaborative way of working, to refine our abilities to listen to children and provides opportunities to explore and develop fluen-
cy in a variety of materials.   
 
The children go to the Studio each week in small groups.  The Studio Coordinator, Ms. Kay, is an art educator who works closely 
with other teachers, the Pedagogista and the children. The adults plan material experiences for children to explore classroom 
concepts.  Other schools would consider this art class, but our school sees it not as a separate part of the curriculum.  The studio’s 
use of materials is an integral part of the learning process and the classroom’s curriculum. 
 
This week kicks off introductions to paint technique for Discovery A and B, introduction to dry media (charcoal, graphite, pastel)
for Discovery C and D and introduction to ceramic 3D Design for Discovery E and F.  Please ask your child about the trip to the stu-
dio this week.  And look for updates each month from the Studio in this column.  Ms. Kay will be sharing student work and learn-
ing!       
 
Sarah Cooper, Pedagogista coopesar@grcdc.org  

Grand Rapids Nutrition Center   The full menu is available on our website:  http://grcdc.org/be-connected/link-letters/ 

Breakfast ($1.75):     Lunch ($2.85):                     Milk only: $0.50 
W— Egg, cheese, sausage slider    Cheese pizza 
Th— Scrambled eggs, muffin    Cinnamon French toast 
F—Breakfast wrap     Turkey hot dog 
M 9/11—Turkey sausage bites    Chicken tenders 
 
You may send cash or check with your child to school or you may pay for meals 
online at mypaymentsplus.com                                                                  
School Meals Info 
For Frequently Asked Questions, please click here: https://childdiscoverycenter.org/news/school-meals-faq/ 

Breakfast time:           8:00 AM—8:25 AM 
Discovery A & B   Lunch 11:55 AM—12:15 PM      
  Recess 12:15—12:40 PM 
Discovery C & D  Lunch 10:55 AM—11:15 AM      
  Recess 11:15—11:40 AM 
Discovery E & F  Lunch 11:25 AM—11:45 AM      
  Recess 11:45 AM—12:10 PM 

Central Office Updates, continued 
 
School Hours  Monday-Friday: 8:30 AM-3:20 PM  (Wednesday is a regular day, no early release this school year) 
 
 
Late Arrival, Early Pick Up Students who arrive after 8:30 AM are considered tardy and must be signed in at the office. Students 
who arrive after 9:00 AM are considered absent for the morning (1/2 day absence. Students who leave school prior to 2:50 PM are 
considered absent in the afternoon 1/2 day absence. 
 
Breakfast Breakfast is from 8:00—8:25 AM, daily. Students must be in class at 8:30AM. Please make arrangements to arrive by 8:20 
at for breakfast. No student should be on campus, unsupervised, before 8:00 AM. Students who come to breakfast will be charged 
for a meal. 

 
School Pictures Picture day is Thursday, October 5.  All students will be photographed for school records.  You may also purchase 
pictures.  We will send pricing information home soon.   
 
E-Link The E-Link is the electronic version of the weekly Link Letter that is sent home on the first day of the week.  In an effort to con-
serve paper and to communicate efficiently, we will send the E-Link to families that have provided us with an email address.  If you 
are not receiving school emails and want to be added to the E-Link list, please email Mrs. Rachel : harthrac@grcdc.org. We will send 
a paper Link Letter home to everyone for a couple of weeks, just to make sure everyone is in the information loop.  

mailto:coopesar@grcdc.org
http://grcdc.org/be-connected/link-letters/
http://www.mypaymentsplus.com
https://childdiscoverycenter.org/news/school-meals-faq/

