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Please arrange for your child to arrive at school between 8:15—8:25 am. Please sign your child in at the office if arrival is after 8:30 AM 

 

Principally Speaking    
This year the GRCDC is implementing new structures to 
strengthen our integrated system of instruction, assessment, 
and intervention designed to meet the achievement and be-
havioral needs of all learners.  Staff was rearranged to have 
our most qualified deliver instruction for those with the 
greatest need and time is set aside daily just for individual-
ized instruction.  Over the past few weeks, teachers assessed 
your child’s reading, writing, spelling and math knowledge to 
help determine if your child is at grade level or if he or she 
needs some additional support. Using the assessment data, 
teachers plan instruction across three tiers.   
 
Tier 1 represents the high quality instruction that occurs in 
the classroom with all students; our goal is to ensure 80% or 
more students are successful within Tier 1.   
 
Teachers organize Tier 2 instruction for students needing 
more time practicing a skill or instruction in a different way; 
this individualized instruction happens in the classroom dur-
ing a 45 minute daily intervention time.   
 
A small amount of children, typically 5%, require Tier 3 in-
struction, which is the highest level of support, requiring 
more time and typically an interventionist or specialist out-
side of the classroom.  If your child is progressing well during 
Tier 1 instruction, he or she will be given enrichment chal-
lenges.   

  
Children needing Tier 2 and Tier 3 instruction will have indi-
vidualized plans that outline a specific goal, the type of in-
struction, frequency and how progress will be assessed. On 
October 2, parents will receive copies of these plans, a letter 
and simple ways to support individualized learning goals. 
Please review these plans and contact your child’s teacher 
with questions or to set up an appointment to review your 
child’s learning plan. 
 
In prior years we approached reading and math through this 
research based, tiered instructional model; this year we will 
utilize individualized instruction and learning plans in writing 
as well.  As we continually refine our practice, our collective 
goal continues to honor individual student potential via the 
Reggio Emilia approach as well as research based and devel-
opmentally appropriate practices.   
 
Please join us this Wednesday for Parent Information Night 
at 5:30 p.m. to hear more about your child’s Tier 1 instruc-
tion.    If you have any questions at all, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me.  
Thank you,  
 
 
Sarah Cooper, Pedagogista and Interim Executive Director  
coopesar@grcdc.org   
 
 

September 25, 2017

Family Team Corner           
There will be a potluck before the Town Hall Meeting on Tuesday, 
October 3rd.  Please stay tuned to the event page on Facebook for 
more details : http://bit.ly/2wOGzmU  
 
Mark your calendar for our Harmony Hall fundraiser on Sunday, 
October 8th from noon to midnight. This is a great opportunity to 
get to know other families as well as benefit our school! Look for 
more information coming soon. 

The calendar is also available at grcdc.org Calendar  

COMING UP THIS WEEK: 

9/27 School Information Night, 5:30—7:00 PM 

9/29 Afternoon Meeting, 3:10—3:20 PM 

EVENTS COMING UP NEXT WEEK AND BEYOND: 

10/3 Town Hall & Potluck for Executive Director Candidates 
5:30—6:15 PM—Potluck 
6:15—7:45 PM—Town Hall 

10/5 School Picture Day 

10/6 Half Day, Dismissal @ 12:00 PM (see page 2 for details) 

10/8 Harmony Hall Fundraiser, 12:00 PM—12:00 AM 

10/9 GRCDC Board Meeting, 6:00—8:00 PM 

10/10 Family Team Meeting, 8:15 AM 

Central Office Updates 
Heat Day & School Closing Notifications 
Thank you for your support and resourcefulness during today’s 1/2 
day dismissal due a weather event. We are fortunate to live the 
digital age where there are multiple ways for the school to inform 
you of a change to the normal hours of school.  We also know that 
sometimes tech can fail us, so we recommend that you stay tuned 
to several different avenues of communication to make sure you 
have the most accurate information about GRCDC. Here are ways 
you can connect (Pick 2 or 3!): 

 Ask to be added to the school’s email list or update your email 
address with the office. 

 “Like” the school’s public Facebook page:   
 https://www.facebook.com/ChildDiscoveryCenter/ 

 Ask to join the family team’s Facebook page: “Friends of the 
Grand Rapids Child Discovery Center” 

 Look on TV or online at the closings on Wood TV or WZZM 13 

 Sign up for text alerts through Wood TV or WZZM 13: 
 http://woodtv.com/text-alerts/ 
 http://www.wzzm13.com/about/text-alerts 
 (*disclaimer* WZZM is usually the fastest and most relia
 ble system for school closings. An unknown error occurred 
 yesterday and our school was not listed on TV or online for 
 WZZM. This is one of the reasons we say to have 2 or 3 
 different ways to get info about school closure/early dis
 missal)   
 

Student Sick or Absent? 
If your student will be out of school for any reason, please call the 
office at 459-0330. If you do not call the office, the absence will be 
unexcused. There are more strict procedures for students who 
have unexcused absences and it may result in a referral to the tru-
ancy office.  

mailto:coopesar@grcdc.org
http://bit.ly/2wOGzmU
http://www.grcdc.org
https://www.facebook.com/ChildDiscoveryCenter/
http://woodtv.com/text-alerts/
http://www.wzzm13.com/about/text-alerts
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School Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: 8:10am—3:10 pm 
Wednesday: 8:10 am—1:30 pm 

Breakfast 
Breakfast starts at 7:35 am in the Dining Room.  Please accom-
pany your student(s) to the Dining Room in the morning.  The 
students will stay in the Dining Room until 8:00 am.  At 8:00 am 
the students will be released to the playground for classroom 
line up.  Parent are welcome to stay with your student during 
breakfast.  Please do not arrive earlier than 7:35 am for break-
fast.  

Arrival  
Student may arrive starting at 8:00 am.  The teachers will be on 
the playground starting at 8:00 am.  The students will line up by 
class and the teachers will lead the children to the classrooms.  
The gate will be closed at 8:15am.  If you arrive after 8:15, please 
accompany your child to his or her classroom and sign in at the 
office.  After 8:15 am, a student is marked tardy in the attend-
ance record.  With the exception of the student’s eating break-
fast, no students should be on campus without an adult before 
8:00 am.  If it is raining, the students will congregate in the gym.   

The Philosophy by Studio Coordinator, Kay Waterson  
Greetings families! 
I’ll start by saying that I’m thrilled to be back for my fifth year with the GRCDC. Project work is just starting to take form in the 
studio, and I will be sharing updates each month in the Link Letter. The purpose of these columns is to share what students are 
currently working on in the studio, as well as to share with you our process for collaboratively planning studio project work. The 
GRCDC studio is not a separate art curriculum, but rather, a project-based learning environment that integrates visual art stand-
ards with other academics (with an emphasis on student interests). There are lots of moving parts within this process and so I 
meet bi-weekly with each Discovery and Pedagogista to review student work, gather theories around student interests, and plan 
appropriate next steps.  
 
I’d like to share with you some of the main aspects of this process. Teachers use documentation almost every day in a Reggio 
classroom. Photographs, quotes, and artifacts collected from our students reveal authentic curiosities, interests, and often areas 
of needed support. Teachers use provocations to prompt student thinking 
 

(above image by: Alexander Calder) 
 
One of my goals this year is to make Reggio Emilia processes for instruction more transparent for families who are interested in 
learning more. In closing, I consider myself very fortunate to be a part of a community of teachers and learners who value art 
education and individuality.  
 
Thank you for reading,   
 
Ms. Kay    watersonk@grcdc.org 
 

Grand Rapids Nutrition Center   The full menu is available on our website:  http://grcdc.org/be-connected/link-letters/ 

Breakfast ($1.75):     Lunch ($2.85):                     Milk only: $0.50 
T— Egg, cheese, sausage slider    Cheeseburger 
W— Mini maple waffles      Beef taco 
Th—Turkey sausage bites     Pasta bake 
F— Turkey bacon boat      Fiestada pizza 
M 10/2—    Menu not available yet 
 
You may send cash or check with your child to school or you may pay for meals online at mypaymentsplus.com                                                                  
For Frequently Asked Questions about school meals, please click here: https://childdiscoverycenter.org/news/school-meals-faq/ 

Breakfast time:           8:00 AM—8:25 AM 
Discovery A & B   Lunch 11:55 AM—12:15 PM      
  Recess 12:15—12:40 PM 
Discovery C & D  Lunch 10:55 AM—11:15 AM      
  Recess 11:15—11:40 AM 
Discovery E & F  Lunch 11:25 AM—11:45 AM      
  Recess 11:45 AM—12:10 PM 

http://grcdc.org/be-connected/link-letters/
http://www.mypaymentsplus.com
https://childdiscoverycenter.org/news/school-meals-faq/

