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Hiring Updates 
With summer in full swing, the GRCDC is taking time to make intentional decisions to support the learning of all children.   Many of the decisions being made are around 
hiring and staffing.  Our Board of Directors has established a rigorous process to identify our new, highly qualified Executive Director. Opportunities for parents to pro-
vide input will be communicated shortly. Please feel free to email the Board of Directors directly with questions at board@grcdc.org 
 
As you may be aware, we had open teacher positions in Discovery C and E at the end of the school year.  We have an additional open teacher position to inform you 
about as we regretfully announce the resignation of Sara Dailey as a Discovery F 4th& 5th grade teacher. Sara is excited to join the Public Museum School for the 2017-
2018 school year. Sara’s dedication to the GRCDC community and strong relationships among staff and families will surely be missed. Sara will be at the Park Party this 
Wednesday at Cherry Street Park from 12:00—2:00 PM to say goodbye to GRCDC families. Sara writes “I have accepted a position with Public Museum School as a 6th 
grade teacher. I feel confident in accepting this position because of the valuable experience I have had at GRCDC as a 4th and 5th grade teacher for the past seven years. I am 
excited to take the idea of ‘education based on relationships’ to middle school and transition into this new role with 13 GRCDC alumni in the fall.”  
 
Discovery C, E and F teachers and other GRCDC staff members helped select educators for these open positions during the interview process. Our selected candidates 
come to us with experience delivering individualized instruction, working among diverse populations and the desire to elevate the potential of all children. We are 
pleased to announce that our hired teachers are innovative and passionate about education based on relationships.  Please join me in welcoming the following new 
team members to the GRCDC community.   

 Jana Soverinsky  will help facilitate the learning of second and third graders alongside teaching partner Harmony Perry and paraprofes-
sional Elly Dews. Here is a brief message from our new Discovery C team member: “As one of the newest faculty member of the Child Discov-
ery Center, hello, and I’m so happy to be here. I’ve been teaching for the past 20-plus years and I am a long-time admirer of the Reggio teaching 
philosophy. I moved here from Chicago where I had some experience with Chicago Commons, one of the first Reggio programs in the States. 
Much of my background is in Urban Education Reform.  Add in the fact that the GRCDC is a public school, and this is truly my ideal teaching situ-
ation. From my initial introduction to the GRCDC, yours is a true community, an ideal environment to nurture and support students and their 
families. I’m looking forward to becoming a valuable contributor to your collective efforts. While I still value the remaining weeks of summer, 
I’m incredibly excited for the 2017-18 school year. Enjoy the rest of vacation, and I look forward to meeting you soon.”  

 

 Jacie Memmott will help facilitate the learning of fourth and fifth grade students along with teaching partner Elly Cotton and paraprofession-
al Ron Wrobbel in Discovery F. “Hello! My name is Mrs. Memmott and I will be joining the CDC as a 4th/5th grade teacher this year.  I want to introduce 
myself and begin the process of getting to know you!  Before joining the team here at CDC, I was at Grand Rapids Ellington Academy as a Kindergarten 
teacher. Prior to that, I was a 3rd grade ELA and math Interventionist with Vista Charter Academy.  I received my Bachelors from Portland State Uni-
versity and my Teaching Certificate from Grand Valley. I am currently working towards my Masters in Curriculum and Instruction at Grand Valley.  I am 
a very dedicated teacher who sees everyday as a chance to support and nurture my students' learning.  I will do this by giving them the opportunity 
and resources to explore who they are and how they see the world. I want to encourage them to take risks and express their thinking through the 
“hundred languages of children”. In my free time I enjoy traveling, reading, photography, crafts, and spending time outdoors. During the summer, I 
love camping in Michigan and spending time at the beach! I feel so fortunate to be a member of the CDC and look forward to getting to know each of 
you!” 
 

 
At this time we are finalizing the hiring process for the teacher joining Discovery E, alongside Melissa Lantinga and Gabby Sorge to support 4th and 5th graders. We an-
ticipate a formal introduction to this new team member with the next summer Link Letter.  On behalf of the GRCDC staff, thank you for your patience as we identify our 
new staff members to help lead the important work ahead in 2017-18. Please contact Sarah Cooper at coopesar@grcdc.org with any questions regarding the hiring of 
new teachers.    
 

Community Food Club  
Thank you to a GRCDC parent for sharing this information about the pilot program, Community Food Club. The Community Food Club is for households with a yearly 
income is at or below 200% of the Federal Poverty level. There is a $10 monthly membership fee to be part of the Food Club for the operation of the Food Club. There are 
no other costs to this program, families just have to be referred from one of the partnerships of the program, like Home Repair Services. This is a great option for fami-
lies who make too much money to receive any public help, but still struggle to make ends meet. Since this program is a pilot program, participation is by referral only. 
For more information, please email Kendra Volkema; Kendra.volkema@communityfoodclubgr.org   
 
 

Summer Office Hours  
In July, the office will be open every Monday from 9:00 AM—3:00 PM. Both Sarah Cooper , Interim Principal and Pedagogista (coopesar@grcdc.org) and Rachel Harth 
Administrative Assistant (harthrac@grcdc.org), will be checking email frequently  during the summer months. 
 
 

FAQ     
Q: Can my child eat breakfast and lunch at school?  
A: Yes!  Children need healthy meals to learn. Grand Rapids Child Discovery Center offers healthy breakfast and lunch every school day through a partnership with Grand 
Rapids Public Schools.  Students may buy breakfast for $1.50 and lunch for $2.75*. Your child(ren) may qualify for free meals.  More information will be available at Orien-
tation.          *The meal costs listed are the 16/17 school year prices, these may change for the 17/18 school year. 

 

 

Park Party and Class Lists this Week! 
On Wednesday, July 12 from 12:00-2:00 p.m., families of new, current and alumni students of GRCDC are invited to gather at Cherry Street Park.  Come for conversation, 
the splash pad, a sweet treat and take a look at your child's class list.  Many factors are considered to create equitable class lists that best support the child as an individ-
ual and the Discovery as a whole.  Factors that are considered in your child’s placement include the: 1) number of children within each grade, 2) remaining number of 
children in the Discovery, 3) demographics, 4) current academic and behavioral needs, 5) special education plans and requirements, 6) peer groups, 7) teacher and par-
ent recommendations.   Your request was  highly valued, but not guaranteed.  If you are unable to attend the Park Party, not to worry! All families will be notified of 
their new or returning Discovery via mail  by the first week of August. Hope you can make it Wednesday! Many staff members plan to attend, including some of our new 
hires!  
 

 

    

 

   Stay in touch! 

   Sarah Cooper, coopesar@grcdc.org 

   Rachel Harth, harthrac@grcdc.org 

 

 

A bi-weekly school and community communication 

COMING UP THIS WEEK: 

7/12 GRCDC Park Party @ Cherry Park, 12:00—2:00 PM 

EVENTS COMING UP LATER THIS SUMMER: 

8/15 GRCDC Park Party @ GRCDC playground, 6:00—8:00 PM 

8/23 Orientation for all students, 2:00—7:00 PM 

8/28 First Day of School, 8:30 AM—3:20 PM 

9/1 & 9/4 NO SCHOOL, Labor Day Break 
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